JAPANESE VERBS

SAYING WHAT YOU MEAN

Tim R. Matheson
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Lesson 1
The Plain Form

Please remember that all Japanese verbs end in u, but to be
more precise, it's the last syllable of the plain form that ends in
u. Let's take the verb aruku, which means “to walk,” for
example: it ends in ku, not u. Keeping this in mind will make
further study much easier.

There are 3 types of verbs in Japanese: yodan, ichidan, and
irregular. ! First we will look at only some simple yodan verbs,
which can end in u, ku, gu, su, tsu, nu, bu, mu, or ru:

kau (to buy)
aruku  (to walk)
isogu (to hurry)
kasu (to lend)
matsu  (to wait)
shinu  (to die)
asobu  (to play)
yomu (to read)
kaeru  (to return)

Now let's try some in sentences:

RREETNFFZEES,
(Mama wa mise de banana o kau.)
Mom buys/will buy bananas at the store.

DLITEEERD.,
(Jim wa manga o yomu.)
Jim will read a comic book.

BLLWSART SRS,



(Ojii-san wa sugu kaeru.)
Grandpa will return soon.

Ichidan verbs all end in either eru or iru. Some frequently used
ones are:
taberu  (to eat)
kimeru (to decide)
miru (to look, watch)
kariru  (to borrow)
Here are a couple of example sentences:

MEFVAZTEEBRD,
(Watashi wa ringo o taberu.)
I'll eat an apple.

MEEITLEZRS,
(Naomi wa terebi o miru.)
Naomi will watch TV.

This is very simple Japanese, and also very juvenile or
“familiar.” Only kids or people speaking with family or friends
would use this plain form. Before actually trying out the
language you need to learn the Base 2 forms and the polite
endings that go with them. We will start learning about those
in Lesson 2.

Another good thing to keep in mind is that this plain verb form
is the Base 3 form. It is sometimes called the “dictionary form”
because this is the form that you will see when you look up
verbs in a Japanese-English dictionary.



Word Check

Verbs:

g5 (kaw) to buy

#H< (aruku) to walk
a< (isogu) to hurry
'Y (kasw) to lend
(=) (matsu) to wait
& (shinuw) to die

BN (asobu) to play
Bk (yomu) to read
) (kaeru) to return
BR% (taberu) to eat

RDH B (kimerw)  to decide
B3 (miru) to look, watch
ERES) (kariru) to borrow
Others:

IE (mise) a store

=1 ] (manga)  comic book
HLWEA (giii-san)  grandfather
ERS (suguw) soon

Fh (watashi 1

YAZ (ringo) apple
TLE (terebi) TV 2

Notes

1. Yodan verbs are also called godan or “type 1” verbs,
depending on the source.

2. Terebi is wasei eigo, or “Japanized English,” and comes from
television.



Lesson 2
Yodan Verbs with Base 2 + masu

The first ending you'll want to master is the polite form masu.
Since masu requires the Base 2 form, yodan verbs are changed
so they end in i — their “Base 2” form — before the masu ending
is added. Notice how the following yodan verbs, which were
introduced in Lesson 1, change in order to add masu, the

present polite ending. Especially notice how verbs ending in su
and tsu change:

Plain Verb Base 2 Form Polite Verb Form

kau (to buy) kai kaimasu

aruku (to walk) aruki arukimasu

isogu (to hurry) isogi isogimasu

kasu (to lend) kashi kashimasu

matsu (to wait) machi machimasu

shinu (to die) shini shinimasu

asobu (to play) asobi asobimasu

yomu (to read) yomi yomimasu

kaeru (to return) kaeri kaerimasu

Now we are ready to speak polite, “adult” Japanese. Let's
convert the plain yodan verb example sentences used in Lesson
1 to polite sentences by converting them to Base 2 and adding
masu:

RYEETNFFZEVET,
(Mama wa mise de banana o kaimasu.)
Mom buys/will buy bananas at the store.

VLFEBEEZRAEY
(Jim wa manga o yomimasu.)
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Jim will read a comic book.

BLLWSARTCRY FT,
(Ojii-san wa sugu kaerimasu.)
Grandpa will return soon.

Lesson 3
Ichidan Verbs with Base 2 + masu

Ichidan verbs are a snap, because you change them to Base 2
by just dropping the ru at the end. Look carefully at these
ichidan verbs and how they conjugate, and notice how they
differ from the yodan group covered in Lesson 2:

Plain Verb Base 2 Form Polite Verb Form
taberu (to eat) tabe tabemasu
oboeru (to remember) oboe oboemasu
kimeru (to decide) kime kimemasu
deru (to leave, come de demasu
out)
kariru (to borrow) kari karimasu
miru (to look, watch) mi mimasu

Here are some examples:

FIXBABAROHFET,
(Watashi wa ashita kimemasu.)
I'll decide tomorrow.

D1 —RBFYCHENMNHET,
(Jerry wa sugu heya kara demasu.)
Jerry will come out of the room soon.
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BFIIEETLEZRES,
(Ayako wa mainichi terebi o mimasu.)
Ayako watches the TV every day.

Now, you are probably thinking: How can I tell ichidan verbs
from yodan? True, there are also yodan verbs that end in eru or
iru, but with practice and experience they will gradually be
mastered. A mistake made from not knowing whether a verb is
yodan or ichidan is a very minor one, and should not be
worried about at this stage.

Word Check

8RR (ashita) tomorrow
< (sugw) soon

BhE (heya) a room
ns (kara) from

&#H (mainichj) every day
TLE (tereb) TV

Lesson 4
Base 2 + masen

Now that you are a little familiar with Base 2, let's try masen,
which is the negative form of masu. Look at these yodan
examples:

MEIEZEVFEA,
(Watashi wa kasa o kaimasen.)
I'm not going to buy an umbrella.



BEFELEE A
(Kare wa machimasen.)
He won't wait.

HEFEFIKRRIZITEEE AL
(Kimiko wa Osaka ni ikimasen.)
Kimiko isn't going to Osaka.

And here are some ichidan:

IESBANFE A,
(Watashi wa ima tabemasen.)
I'm not going to eat now.

W&LTHEZEEY FHA.
(Kanojo wa kasa o karimasen.)
She isn't going to borrow an umbrella.

Easy enough, right?

Word Check

% (kasa) umbrella
B> (kaw) to buy

% (kare) he, him
=FD (matsu) to wait
1< (iku) to go

5 (ima) now
BR3% (taberu) to eat
% (kanojo) she, her
Y5 (kariru to borrow



Lesson 5
Base 2 + mashita

Mashita is used to change verbs to their past polite form. Let's
make some examples:

DavIHuEIZITEELE,
(John wa Sendai ni ikimashita.)
John went to Sendai.

Fi-BE2ETEVSE L=,
(Kodomotachi wa kouen de asobimashita.)
The children played at the park.

FIYATERRFELT=,
(Yoshi wa ringo o tabemashita.)
Yoshi ate an apple.

LY FBEZEWNE LT,
(Shizu wa manga o kaimashita.)
Shizu bought a comic book.

RIFZzOBEZRE L=,
(Bob wa sono eiga o mimashita.)
Bob saw that movie.

There are both yodan and ichidan verbs in the examples above.
Can you tell them apart?

Word Check

1< (iku) to go
F#f-5 (kodomotachi) children
NES| (kouen) a park



iz S (asobu) to play

YAZ (ringo) apple

BAR% (tabery) to eat

2E (manga) a comic book

=1} (kaw) to buy

) (sono) that

BR B (eiga) movie

"3 (mirw) to see
Lesson 6

Base 2 + masen deshita

In Lesson 4 we learned that masen is used to show polite
negative. To make that past tense we just add deshita. To
illustrate this we will take a few of the examples shown in
Lesson 5 and change them from positive past to negative past:

DavIFMUBIZITEFERREATL,
(John wa Sendai ni ikimasen deshita.)
John didn't go to Sendai.

FHREBE2ABETEVEEFATL,
(Kodomotachi wa kouen de asobimasen deshita.)
The children didn't play at the park.

FFYAZEZBRFEEATLT,
(Yoshi wa ringo o tabemasen deshita.)
Yoshi didn't eat an apple.

Please note that deshita is the past tense form of desu, which
will be covered next.



